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THE IRISH FREE STATE (CONSEQUENTIAL PRO- 
VISIONS) BILL INVOLVES EXPENDITURE UNDER 


THE FOLLOWING HEADS. 


1. The Lord Chancellor of Ireland and the judges of the 
Supreme Court of Southern Ireland established under the 
Government of Ireland Act, 1920, hold office for life, subject to 
removal by His Majesty on an address presented by both Houses 
of the Imperial Parliament and their salaries are charged on the 
Consolidated Fund. The existing County Court Judges in 
Southern Ireland hold their offices upon a similar tenure, subject 
also to removal by the Lord Lieutenant in Council on the ground 
of permanent infirmity. 

The Courts of the Irish Free State will be established and 
regulated by the Constitution and Acts of the Free State Parlia- 
ment, and the judges will be appointed by the Representative 
of the Crown on the advice of the Executive Council and under 
the Constitution will be removable only for stated misbehaviour 
or incapacity by resolutions of the two Houses of the Free State 
Parliament. There is no provision for the automatic transfer of 
existing judges, and the effect is that the existing Courts and the 
office of judge in such Courts will be abolished when the new 
Courts are established. 

Article X of the Treaty provides for the payment by the Free 
State of compensation on terms not less favourable than, those 
accorded by the Government of Ireland Act, 1920, to judges and 
other public servants who are discharged by it or who retire, 
in consequence of the change of Government, and Article 76 of 
the C onstitution makes provision accordingly as regards existing 
judges. The Act of 1920, however, provides onlv for the volun- 
tary retirement of existing judges and does not 'provide for the 
event of the abolition of their offices, and having regard to the 
entirely new conditions imported by the Constitution and to the 
special nature of _ the tenure given by Statute to the existing 
juuges, it is considered that specific provision for compensation 
should be made in their case under the present Bill. The 
salaries of the judges affected amount approximately to £75,000 
a year, and the expenditure arising under Clause 2 and the 
Second Schedule will within this limit depend upon the number 
of judges appointed with their consent to new judicial offices, 
and the amounts awarded by the judicial committee to be 
appointed for 'the purpose to those not so appointed. The 
tota! amount of the pensions and allowances payable under the 
, , w ! u be reduced by the amount of compensation payable to 
the judges by the Free State under Article X of the Treaty. 

For the . purpose of these provisions the office of Lord Chiin- 
celloi of Ireland is treated as if it were that of an existing judge 
of the bupreme Court of Southern Ireland, and similar provision 
i" made tor such of the Land Commissioners who hold their 
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offices on a like tenure as will not be required for the execution 
of matters outside the jurisdiction of the Free State. 

2. Under the Government of Ireland Act, 1920, tlie executive 
powei in Ireland was to be exercised by the Lord Lieutenant on 
behalf of His Majesty and Irish revenues were to contribute 
A5 ,000 a year towards his statutory salary of £20 ,000 a year. 
In future the Representative of the Crown in the Irish Free 
State will lie appointed in like manner as the Governor-General 
of Canada and his salary will be paid by the Free State. In 
the event of Northern Ireland exercising her option conferred 
by Article .12 ol: the Treaty, a separate representative of the 
Crown will have to be appointed for Northern Ireland. It is 
proposed that his salary should be 118,000 per annum, out of 
which he will be required to defray the cost of his personal 
stall , and towards which Northern Irish revenues will contribute 
,12,000 a year. 

d. The expenditure under Clause 3 constitutes no new liability 
on the Exchequer. Tinder the Sailors and Soldiers (Provision 
ol: Land) Act, 1919, money has been voted annually for the 
provision of cottages, with or without small plots, for the benefit 
of ex-Service men in Ireland, under a scheme corresponding 
roughly with the Schemes for Land Settlement in England, 
Wales and Scotland. Under the Government of Ireland Act. 
1920, and the Order in Council of 1st April, 1922, made under the 
Free State Agreement Act, the obligation to administer services 
for the benefit of ex-Service men in Ireland is reserved to the 
Imperial Government, and the cost of this service must there- 
fore be provided from British funds. Up to 31st March, 1922. 
.£653,000 had been spent on this service; and this year a. sum 
of .£600,000 was votecl for its continuation, in addition to which 
a supplementary estimate for £350,000 is about to be presented. 
The remaining liability for the completion of the Scheme, which 
would otherwise have fallen on Votes, is estimated at approxi- 
mately .-£1,500,000. In view of the altered constitutional 
position it is proposed that the administration of the Scheme 
shall be transferred to Trustees, appointed in the manner specified 
in Clause 3 (1) of the Bill, who will complete the Scheme. The 
sum of £1,500,000 is provided under Clause 3 (4) of the Bill 
accordingly for this purpose. 
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